
PRINCE OF WALES – A HERITAGE OF 
EXCELLENCE



My name is Christine Sweeney and I am a former student of Prince Of 
Wales. I have a son and a daughter who both attend Prince Of 

Wales. My name is Tiffany Brewster and I have three children who attend 
Prince of Wales. Prince Of Wales is more than just a school, it is a part of 

our family and our community. This presentation will highlight the 
importance of Prince of Wales and the impact it has on our community.



The Heritage of Prince of Wales

It was the fall of 1890 when 120 students, 4 teachers and 1 
Principal walked through the doors of what was then known as 
West Ward School. It has been open during two World Wars, the 
Great Depression of the 1930's, and out-lived 22 Prime Ministers. 
Times have changed since students had to learn under gaslight, 
use outdoor bathrooms, and shovel coal into the huge burner in 
the basement to keep warm. A mid 1950's addition was added 
and the West Ward School changed its name to Prince Of Wales 

in 1958. 



The school has just recently celebrated it’s 125th Anniversary



The Location of Prince of Wales

Prince of Wales is ideally located at the 
end of a low traffic residential street in 
the west end of Brockville. It’s location 
is away from train and heavy vehicular 

traffic. It is also located in close 
proximity to one of the fastest 

residential growth areas in Brockville.  
The school has a large locked 

perimeter and several safe drop off and 
pick up zones. It is located directly on 

Brockville’s Brock Trail and within 
walking distance to the downtown 

core. The students walk regularly to the 
library, the farmers market and 

downtown community facilities and 
special events.

A majority of students at Prince of 
Wales either walk or bike to school with 

only 43 of the 144 students taking the 
bus. 



Prince of Wales is committed to 
providing a safe and caring 
environment to students with 

special needs. Approximately 30% 
of our students qualify for 

Individualized Education Programs 
due to identified difficulties in 

learning and functioning. There 
are several parents who live 

outside the school’s boundary who 
have fought to have their children 
attend Prince of Wales to benefit 
from both the Sensory Room and 

the Life Skills Program. 

Programming for Children with Special Needs



The Prince of Wales Sensory Room is like no other. It is full of lights, color and 
sensory objects that provide students with an opportunity to play, learn, or 

relax as needed.
Sensory Rooms have been shown to improve a child’s focus and attention 

and decrease anxiety-related behavior. They provide a sense of control and 
opportunity for choice and encourage exploration and discovery. (Autism 

Ontario Website). Losing access to this room would be harmful to the students 
and to our community. 



There are several children with 
developmental delays and autism who 

attend Prince of Wales. Our school has been 
a leader in the development of a Life Skills 
Program that is offered to these students 

every day. This program allows students with 
autism or developmental delays to practice 

a variety of life skills such as: morning 
preparations including hair combing and 

teeth brushing; washing and preparing food 
and setting the dinner table; smartboard 

skills; and arts and crafts. Prince of Wales is 
able to offer these unique services because 

of adequate space and a great team. 

Life Skills Program



Everyone here understands that the Upper Canada District School Board 
is faced with a tough decision. We understand that there are too many 

classrooms and not enough children to fill them. We understand that 
changes have to be made. 

What we don’t understand is why Prince of Wales has been identified as 
the school of choice for closure. 

Prince of Wales is not only a school, it is a historical part of our 
community. The children of Prince of Wales are not only educated by 
highly qualified staff, they are fed, clothed and protected from harm. 

They are given opportunities that would otherwise be missed. They 
always “make the team”. They are mentored and supported daily by 

community volunteers and have formed a tight knit family and sense of 
belonging to one another. 

The Challenge



Our final recommendations are simple:

* The consolidation options listed in the UCDSB's Draft Recommendations, 
located on page 16 of Appendix A1 identifies Commonwealth as an option 
for closure. We suggest that the students from Commonwealth be relocated 

to Prince of Wales instead of Toniata as suggested.

* The Auditor General recommends the Ministry spends two thirds of their 
capital grants on maintaining school, not new infrastructure. Prince of Wales is 

an ideal candidate for renovations...not closure!

* Keep Prince of Wales OPEN!

The Solution

Thank you!
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